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LEAGUE SUPPORTS LEGISLATION TO REPEAL OR AMEND THE TAX LID

The League of Kansas Municipalities and our member cities strongly 
oppose the imposition of a tax lid on local governments. The entire 
framework was built with little concern for workability. The lid is 
contradictory to representative democracy, where duly-elected local 
public officials direct the functions of day-to-day governing, such as 
budgeting. 

There are two pieces of legislation set for hearings this week 
regarding the tax lid: 

SB 167 (full repeal of the tax lid): The Senate Assessment & Taxation 
Committee will hold a hearing on March 16 at 9:30 a.m. in 548-S on this bill. The League will testify in support. 
Twenty-two member cities provided testimony in support of repealing the tax lid with specific reasoning why the 
tax lid will inhibit cities’ ability to provide municipal services to their residents.  

HB 2376 (protest petition election): The House Tax Committee will hold a hearing on March 16 at 3:30 p.m. in 
346-S on legislation altering the election requirement necessary to raise property taxes above a five-year rolling 
average of the Consumer Price Index (1.4% for FY 2018 budgets). This legislation does not alter the tax lid 
law, only the election process.  A protest petition driven election replaces the incomplete, mandatory election 
requirement with a structured process that is discretionary with the electors. If a protest petition is received by a 
governing body, the governing body would be permitted to either call an election to authorize a budget increase 
beyond the tax lid amount or adopt a budget that does not exceed the tax lid amount. This decision would be 
a direct response to the will of the citizens affected by any increase of property taxes. The League will testify in 
support of this legislation. Twenty-two member cities have provided testimony for the protest petition election. 

The League of Kansas Municipalities (League) was established by municipal officials in 1910 as a voluntary, 
non-partisan organization of Kansas cities. Follow the League of Kansas Municipalities on social media, find us 
online on Facebook or Twitter (@LeagueKSMunis). 

###

http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2017_18/measures/sb167/
http://c.ymcdn.com/sites/www.lkm.org/resource/resmgr/media/SB_167_Member_Cities_Testimo.pdf
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2017_18/measures/hb2376/
http://www.lkm.org/resource/resmgr/media/HB_2376_Member_Cities_Testim.pdf

